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Autumn 1  Where do Squirrels Hide Their Nuts? 

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 
LISTENING,ATTENTION & UNDERSTANDING ELG 
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant 
questions, 
comments and actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions 
and small group interactions; 
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding; 
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
with their 
teacher and peers 

 

SPEAKING ELG 
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own 
ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making 
use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate; 
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of past, present and future tenses and 
making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their 
teacher. 

SELF REGULATION ELG 
Show an understanding of their own feelings 
and those of others, and begin to regulate 
their behaviour accordingly. 
Set and work towards simple goals, being able 
to wait for what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate. 
Give focused attention to what the teacher 
says, responding appropriately even when 
engaged in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions 

MANAGING SELF ELG 
Be confident to try new activities and 
show independence, resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. 
Explain the reasons for rules, know right 
from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 
Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal need, including dressing, going to 
the toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices.  

Gross Motor Skills ELG 
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others 
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when 
playing. 
Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and climbing. 

Fine Motor Skills ELG 
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing-
using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery. 
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

In the Reception Year children will 
be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning 
to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences 

Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening is 
important 

Classroom rules and routines- 
Team Stop 
Golden Rules 
Promote and model active listening 
skills.  

Use new vocabulary through the day 
 

Role Play-Autumn 
Forest/Home 
Corner/Camping 
Hibernating 
Puppets 
Investigation Area-Decaying 
food/Pumpkin Jack 

Express their feelings 
and consider the 
feelings of others. 

Jigsaw: Being me 
in my world 
RE: Where do I 
belong? 

Manage their own 
needs. 
personal hygiene 

Introduce hand hygiene 
routines. Hand washing 
before lunch, hand gel 
before snack, after play, 
arriving at school. 
Identify children who are 
not usually clean/dry 
during the day and speak 
to parents/ school nurse. 

Use their core muscle 
strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at the 
table or on the floor. 

Praise good carpet sitting. 
Model table sitting. CP 
writing areas and table top 
activities. Reminders 
during group 1:1 work. 

Develop their small 
motor skills so they 
use a range of tools 
competently, safely 
and confidently. 

Continuous check of pencil grip, 
scissor skills. 
Intervention/encouragement 
given where needed.  
Dough disco 
Treetops 
Fine motor activities. 
Cutlery skills at lunch time.  

Learn new vocabulary 
 

Transferrable Vocabulary 
Model new vocabulary. Bring in 
fruits, vegetables linked to harvest to 
talk about and describe. Pumkin Jack 
and food decay.  

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 
well formed sentences 

Group 
Discussion/Circle 
time/Topic Quiz 
Open questioning. 

Identify and moderate 
their own feelings 
socially and 
emotionally. 

Jigsaw: Being me in 
my world 
RE: Where do I 
belong? Rainbow for 
reinforcement of 
strategies used.  

Know and talk about 
the different factors 
that support their 
overall well being: 
Physical activity 
Healthy eating  
Tooth brushing  
Sensible amounts of 
screen time  
Having a good sleep 
routine  
Being a safe 
pedestrian.  

Encourage tasting 
fruits and 
vegetables. 
Establish 
toothbrushing 
routine in school 
Introduce timers 
for IPad time.  

Combine different movements 
with ease and fluency.  

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has been 
said to them. 

New Topic KWL 
Think out loud? I wonder why the 
squirrel was so tired at the end of 
our story? Ah, I think its because he 
was so busy collecting his food and 
now he is hibernating.  

Describe events in some detail 
 

Food Decay 
Hibernation 
Migration 
Harvest 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIP ELG 
Work and play cooperatively and take turns 
with others.  
Form positive attachments to adults and 
friendships with peers. 
Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ 
needs. 

Confidently and safely use a 
range of large and small 
apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a group. 

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
 

Develop the 
foundations of a 
hand writing style 
which is fast, 
accurate and 
efficient.  

Drawing/writing tools freely 
available,  
RWI handwriting, letter 
formation mantras 
Intervention where needed so 
that correct formation becomes 
automatic.  

Develop overall body-
strength, balance, 
coordination and agility. 

Engage in story times Daily Story Time 
Inviting reading areas in each 
class.  
Home reading. 
Seesaw reading sessions for 
parents.  
English through Topic Stories: 

• The Busy Squirrel 
• Pumpkin Jack 

Guided Reading-Traditional 
Tales + half termly non-fiction 
week penultimate week so books 
can be re-read in final week 

Use talk to help work out problems 
and organise thinking and activities. 
 

In the Reception Year 
children will be 

learning to:. 

Planned Activities 
and Experiences 

See themselves as a 
valuable individual. 

Jigsaw: Being me 
in my world 
RE: Where do I 
belong? 
Talk to children 
about their own 
interests and 
incorporate into 
class where 
possible. 

Develop and refine a range of 
ball skills. 
Develop confidence, 
competence, precision and 
accuracy with a ball. 

Throwing, passing games 
with a beanbag, small and 
large ball.  
PE lessons with ML 

  

Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity and 
understanding 

Explain how things work and why 
they might happen.  
 

Build constructive and 
respectful 

relationships. 

Establish classroom 
rules with high 
expectations of 
sharing, turn 
taking, listening to 
staff and peers 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non-fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity 

Develop social phrases 
 

Daily greetings 
Circle time 
Role Play 
Group Work 

Revise and refine the 
fundamental 
movement skills they have 
already acquired:  Rolling, 
Crawling, Walking, Jumping, 
Running, Hopping, Skipping, 
Climbing Regular access to the 

outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

  
Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with 
the text; some as exact repetition 
and some in their own words 

Think about the 
perspectives of others 

Story time, 
overcoming 
challenges. 
Discussothers 
feelings when  fal-
louts arise. 

Show resilience and 
perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

Rainbow tokens-
reward children’s 
personal 
achievements  

Progress towards a more 
fluent style of moving, with 
developing control and grace. 

  

Listen carefully to rhymes and 
songs, playing close attention 
to how they sound 

Harvest Songs Use new vocabulary in different 
contexts 
 

Role play- circle 
time/Park visit 

Develop the overall body strength, 
co-ordination, balance and agility 
needed to engage successfully with 
future pe sessions and other 
physical disciplines including 
dance gymnastics, sport and 
swimming. 

  

Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs.  

Autumn Poems Connect one idea or activity to 
another using a range of 
connectives 

Model by narrating 
events and actions 

      

Engage in non-fiction books Reading Area-Books about 
Autumn/Harvest/Hibernating 

   Further develop the skills 
they need to manage the 
school day successfully: 

• Lining up and 
queuing 

• mealtimes 

Praise good lining up, 
turn, taking and self 
control.  

 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary 
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Expressive Art and Design Understanding The World 

CREATING WITH MATERIALS ELG 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives 
and stories. 
 
 

BEING IMAGINITIVE AND EXPRESSIVE ELG 
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 
teacher. 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

PAST AND PRESENT ELG 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their 
roles in society. 
Know some similarities and differences between things 
in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class.  
Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling.  

PEOPLE, CULTURE AND COMMUNITES ELG  
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 
Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 
Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
 

THE NATURAL WORLD ELG 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animal and plants. 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.  

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences 

Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects 
to express their ideas and 
feelings. 

Variety of art materials available throughout 
continuous provision. 
Construction/modelling available.  
Read- Leaf Man 
Create own leaf men, discuss the best ways of 
sticking leaves and adding features/detail.  

Listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Vary the music used in 
dough disco, sticky kids, 
transitions so children hear 
a range of music from 
across the globe, 
traditional and folk music 
from Britain.  

Comment on images of 
familiar situations 
in the past 

Discuss starting nursery 
and how we have grown 
now into big reception 
children.  

Talk about members of 
their immediate family 
and community. 

Family stay and play 
week 4- make a family 
picture.  

Explore the natural world around 
them. 

Frequent play in the outdoor 
area.  
Draw animals after closely 
observing pictures of woodland 
animals.  
Harvest vegetables- where does 
food come from? How does it get 
to us?  

Return to and build on their 
previous learning, 
refining ideas and developing 
their ability to 
represent them. 

Encourage children to improve their finished 
piece. What could you add/change?  
Evaluate and discuss how we can improve our 
leaf men. 

Watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Costumes and props for the 
stage in the outdoor area. 

Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past. 

 Name and describe 
people who are familiar 
to them. 

Talk about family 
members and people in 
the community trips to 
the hairdresser, shops,  

Describe what they see, hear and 
feel whilst outside. 

Autumn senses walk in the park. 
Name and describe woodland 
animals.   

Create collaboratively, sharing 
ideas, resources 
and skills. 

Yayoi Kusama’s Pumpkins 
Creating dots with different materials and 
experimenting with colours.  
 
Leaf man display of skills.  

Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the 
melody. 

Call and response songs, 
number songs, home time 
songs, transition songs to 
be sung throughout the 
day and incorporated into 
lessons where appropriate. 

  Draw information from 
a simple map. 

 Recognise some environments that 
are different 
from the one in which they live. 

Does every country harvest the 
same food as us?  

  Develop storylines in their pretend play. Role play-Home corner, 
forest, and camping 
initially adult modelled. 
The busy squirrel puppets 
and props. 
Pumpkin Jack puppets and 
props. 

  Understand that some 
places are special 
to members of their 
community. 

 Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the 
natural world around them. 

Daily weather check. 
Share the story, Goodbye Summer, 
Observe how animals behave 
differently during different seasons-
hibernation/Migration 
Look for busy squirrels and flocking 
birds outside. 
Read Don’t Hog the Hedge 
Read The Busy Squirrel (English) 
Autumn walk to look for signs of 
Autumn walk 
Observe and interact with 
natural processes- Decay 
investigation.  

  Recognise that people 
have different beliefs 
and celebrate special 
times in different ways. 

Harvest festival 
RE- Where do we belong?  
1.7 What does it mean to belong 
to a faith community? 
L2.7 What does it mean to be a 
Christian in Britain today?   
L2.8 What does it mean to be a 
Hindu in Britain today? 
U2.6 What does it mean to be a 
Muslim in Britain today? 
3.8 What is good and what is 
challenging about being a teenage 
Sikh or Buddhist or 
Muslim in Britain today? 

  
  Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

Sticky kids. Can children 
keep a beat, move in time, 
replicate choreographed 
dances. 
Games incorporated to 
English, Maths and topic 
where appropriate.  

  

      Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences 

Harvest-Does everyone 
eat the same food in 
other countries?  
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  between life in this 
country and life in 
other countries. 

  

Autumn 2  What Happens When I Go To Sleep? 
Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 

LISTENING,ATTENTION & UNDERSTANDING ELG 
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant 
questions, 
comments and actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions 
and small group interactions; 
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding; 
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
with their 
teacher and peers 

 

SPEAKING ELG 
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own 
ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making 
use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate; 
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of past, present and future tenses and 
making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their 
teacher. 

SELF REGULATION ELG 
Show an understanding of their own feelings 
and those of others, and begin to regulate 
their behaviour accordingly. 
Set and work towards simple goals, being able 
to wait for what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate. 
Give focused attention to what the teacher 
says, responding appropriately even when 
engaged in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions 

MANAGING SELF ELG 
Be confident to try new activities and 
show independence, resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. 
Explain the reasons for rules, know right 
from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 
Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal need, including dressing, going to 
the toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices.  

Gross Motor Skills ELG 
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others 
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when 
playing. 
Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and climbing. 

Fine Motor Skills ELG 
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing-
using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery. 
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

In the Reception Year children will 
be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning 
to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences 

C Classroom rules and routines- 
Team Stop 
Golden Rules 
Promote and model active listening 
skills.  

Use new vocabulary through the day 
 

Role Play-Bedroom, night 
time forest, winter 
wonderland. 
Nocturnal  
Puppets 
Investigation Area-Night 
watch cam.  

Express their feelings 
and consider the 
feelings of others. 

Jigsaw: Celebrating 
differences 
RE: Which times 
are special and 
why?  
Turn taking, sharing 

Manage their own 
needs. 
personal hygiene 

Continue hand hygiene 
routines. Hand washing 
before lunch, hand gel 
before snack, after play, 
arriving at school. 
Identify children who are 
not usually clean/dry 
during the day and speak 
to parents/ school nurse. 

Use their core muscle 
strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at the 
table or on the floor. 

Praise good carpet sitting. 
Model table sitting. CP 
writing areas and table top 
activities. Reminders 
during group 1:1 work. 

Develop their small 
motor skills so they 
use a range of tools 
competently, safely 
and confidently. 

Continuous check of pencil grip, 
scissor skills. 
Intervention/encouragement 
given where needed.  
Dough disco 
Treetops 
Fine motor activities. 
Cutlery skills at lunch time.  

Learn new vocabulary 
 

Transferrable Vocabulary 
Model new vocabulary. Nocturnal 
animals. 

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 
well formed sentences 

Group 
Discussion/Circle 
time/Topic Quiz 
Open questioning. 

Identify and moderate 
their own feelings 
socially and 
emotionally. 

 Jigsaw: Celebrating 
differences 
RE: Which times are 
special and why? 

Know and talk about 
the different factors 
that support their 
overall well being: 
Physical activity 
Healthy eating  
Tooth brushing  
Sensible amounts of 
screen time  
Having a good sleep 
routine  
Being a safe 
pedestrian.  

Continue 
toothbrushing 
routine in school 
Teach and promote 
importance of a 
good bedtime 
routine and getting 
enough sleep. 
continue timers for 
IPad time.  

Combine different movements 
with ease and fluency.  

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has been 
said to them. 

New Topic KWL 
Think out loud? I wonder why the 
Mammy Owl was out at night time? 
Why doesn’t she hunt in the day 
time? She must be nocturnal.   

Describe events in some detail 
 

Nocturnal Animals 
Constellations 
Day and Night 
Why is it getting 
darker?  
Shadows 
How can we make 
our den darker/lighter 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIP ELG 
Work and play cooperatively and take turns 
with others.  
Form positive attachments to adults and 
friendships with peers. 
Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ 
needs. 

Confidently and safely use a 
range of large and small 
apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a group. 

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
 

Develop the 
foundations of a 
hand writing style 
which is fast, 
accurate and 
efficient.  

Drawing/writing tools freely 
available,  
RWI handwriting, letter 
formation mantras 
Intervention where needed so 
that correct formation becomes 
automatic.  

Develop overall body-
strength, balance, 
coordination and agility. 

Engage in story times Daily Story Time 
Inviting reading areas in each 
class.  
Home reading. 
Seesaw reading sessions for 
parents.  
English through Topic Stories: 

• How to Catch a Star 
• Owl Babies 
• Tell me something 

Happy Before I go to 
Sleep 

Guided Reading 
 half termly non-fiction week 
penultimate week so books can 
be re-read in final week 

Use talk to help work out problems 
and organise thinking and activities. 
 

In the Reception Year 
children will be 

learning to:. 

Planned Activities 
and Experiences 

See themselves as a 
valuable individual. 

Jigsaw: Celebrating 
differences 
RE: Which times 
are special and 
why? 
Talk to children 
about their own 
interests and 
incorporate into 
class where 
possible. Santa 
letters. 

Develop and refine a range of 
ball skills. 
Develop confidence, 
competence, precision and 
accuracy with a ball. 

Throwing, passing games 
with a beanbag, small and 
large ball.  
PE lessons with ML 

  

Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity and 
understanding 

Explain how things work and why 
they might happen.  
 

Build constructive and 
respectful 

relationships. 

Continue with high 
expectations of 
sharing, turn 
taking, listening to 
staff and peers 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non-fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity 

Develop social phrases 
 

Daily greetings 
Lunch time Manners 
Please and Thank you 
Circle time 
Role Play 
Group Work 

Revise and refine the 
fundamental 
movement skills they have 
already acquired:  Rolling, 
Crawling, Walking, Jumping, 
Running, Hopping, Skipping, 
Climbing Regular access to the 

outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

  
Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with 
the text; some as exact repetition 
and some in their own words 

Think about the 
perspectives of others 

Story time, 
overcoming 
challenges. 
Jigsaw-celebrating 
differences 

Show resilience and 
perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

Rainbow tokens-
reward children’s 
personal 
achievements 
WOW wall.  

Progress towards a more 
fluent style of moving, with 
developing control and grace. 

  

Listen carefully to rhymes and 
songs, playing close attention 
to how they sound 

Bedtime songs/rhymes Use new vocabulary in different 
contexts 
 

Role play- circle time 
Story time/modelling 

Develop the overall body strength, 
co-ordination, balance and agility 
needed to engage successfully with 
future pe sessions and other 
physical disciplines including 
dance gymnastics, sport and 
swimming. 

  

Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs.  

Nursery Rhymes and lullabies-
home time quiet time. 

Connect one idea or activity to 
another using a range of 
connectives 

Model by narrating 
events and actions 
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Engage in non-fiction books Reading Area-Books about Night 

time, stars, space, day and 
night, people who help us/work 
at night 

   Further develop the skills 
they need to manage the 
school day successfully: 

• Lining up and 
queuing 

• mealtimes 

Praise good lining up, 
turn, taking and self 
control.  

 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary 

       

 
 
 

Expressive Art and Design 

Understanding The World 

CREATING WITH MATERIALS ELG 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives 
and stories. 
 
 

BEING IMAGINITIVE AND EXPRESSIVE ELG 
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 
teacher. 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

PAST AND PRESENT ELG 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their 
roles in society. 
Know some similarities and differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class.  
Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling.  

PEOPLE, CULTURE AND COMMUNITES ELG  
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 
Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 
Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts 
and (when appropriate) maps. 
 

THE NATURAL WORLD ELG 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing 
pictures of animal and plants. 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.  

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will 
be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences 

Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects 
to express their ideas and 
feelings. 

Variety of art materials available throughout 
continuous provision. 
Construction/modelling available.  
Use chalk and string lights to make 
constellations. 
 Make a Diya with Clay, how will you make 
your stand out? What materials will you use? 
Paint, glitter sequins? Look at examples. 
Nocturnal Animals Crafts 

Listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Vary the music used in 
dough disco, sticky kids, 
transitions so children hear 
a range of music from 
across the globe, 
traditional and folk music 
from Britain.  

Comment on images of 
familiar situations 
in the past 

Look at light sources 
from the past- 
Share story-A light in 
the night.  

Talk about members of 
their immediate family 
and community. 

Talk about people in the 
community who work at 
night time.   
Jigsaw-Celebrating 
differences-families. 

Explore the natural world around 
them. 

Notice the days getting 
shorter.What time does it get 
dark? Homework log.  
Make dark dens. How can we 
make them darker/lighter? 

Return to and build on their 
previous learning, 
refining ideas and developing 
their ability to 
represent them. 

Encourage children to improve their finished 
piece. What could you add/change?  
Look at the diya? What do we like about 
them? How would you change yours?  
Evaluate Animals-how could you improve your 
animal. 

Watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Costumes and props for the 
stage in the outdoor area. 

Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past. 

 Name and describe 
people who are familiar 
to them. 

Talk about people in the 
community who work at 
night time.   

Describe what they see, hear and 
feel whilst outside. 

Talk about the temperature, the 
light, is the sun lower in the sky?  
Why can’t you see at night time? 
Darkness is the absence of light. 

Create collaboratively, sharing 
ideas, resources 
and skills. 

 Nocturnal animals displayed and discussed. 
With what we like and how we would 
improve.  

Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the 
melody. 

Call and response songs, 
number songs, home time 
songs, transition songs to 
be sung throughout the 
day and incorporated into 
lessons where appropriate. 

  Draw information from 
a simple map. 

 Recognise some environments that 
are different 
from the one in which they live. 

Is it daytime in other parts of the 
world?  

  Develop storylines in their pretend play. Role play-bedroom, winter 
wonderland, night time 
forest.  
Owl babies puppets and 
props. 
How to catch a Star 
puppets and props. 

  Understand that some 
places are special 
to members of their 
community. 

Diwal/Sukkot/Christmas 
Build a Sukkot. 

Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the 
natural world around them. 

Why is it dark when we wake 
up? What time does it get dar? 
homework.  

  Recognise that people 
have different beliefs 

RE Which times are special and 
why? Christmas/Sukkot/Diwali 
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  Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

Sticky kids. Can children 
keep a beat, move in time, 
replicate choreographed 
dances. 
Games incorporated to 
English, Maths and topic 
where appropriate.  

and celebrate special 
times in different ways. 

1.6 How and why do we celebrate 
special and sacred times?   
L2.5 Why are festivals important 
to religious communities?    
L2.6 Why do some people think 
that life is a journey and what 
significant experiences 
mark this?   
U2.5 Is it better to express your 
beliefs in arts and architecture or 
in charity and 
generosity?   
3.7 How can people express the 
spiritual through the arts? 

Make Diyas/coconut 
squares/Diwali cards 
Build a sukkot 

  

      Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences 
between life in this 
country and life in 
other countries. 

Is it night time at the 
same time in all 
countries/  
Share Around the world 
in a bathtub 
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Spring 1 Do You Want To Be Friends? 

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 
LISTENING,ATTENTION & UNDERSTANDING ELG 
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant 
questions, 
comments and actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions 
and small group interactions; 
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding; 
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
with their 
teacher and peers 

 

SPEAKING ELG 
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own 
ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making 
use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate; 
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of past, present and future tenses and 
making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their 
teacher. 

SELF REGULATION ELG 
Show an understanding of their own feelings 
and those of others, and begin to regulate 
their behaviour accordingly. 
Set and work towards simple goals, being able 
to wait for what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate. 
Give focused attention to what the teacher 
says, responding appropriately even when 
engaged in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions 

MANAGING SELF ELG 
Be confident to try new activities and 
show independence, resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. 
Explain the reasons for rules, know right 
from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 
Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal need, including dressing, going to 
the toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices.  

Gross Motor Skills ELG 
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others 
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when 
playing. 
Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and climbing. 

Fine Motor Skills ELG 
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing-
using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery. 
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

In the Reception Year children will 
be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning 
to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences 

Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening is 
important 

Classroom rules and routines- 
Team Stop 
Golden Rules 
Promote and model active listening 
skills.  

Use new vocabulary through the day 
 

Role Play-Friendship 
stop/game zone, picnic area, 
baby creche, shop. 
 

Express their feelings 
and consider the 
feelings of others. 

Jigsaw: 
Relationships. 
RE: Which people 
are special and 
why? 

Manage their own 
needs. 
personal hygiene 

Continue hand hygiene 
routines. Hand washing 
before lunch, hand gel 
before snack, after play, 
arriving at school. 
Identify children who are 
not usually clean/dry 
during the day and speak 
to parents/ school nurse. 

Use their core muscle 
strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at the 
table or on the floor. 

Praise good carpet sitting. 
Model table sitting. CP 
writing areas and table top 
activities. Reminders 
during group 1:1 work. 

Develop their small 
motor skills so they 
use a range of tools 
competently, safely 
and confidently. 

Continuous check of pencil grip, 
scissor skills. 
Intervention/encouragement 
given where needed.  
Dough disco 
Treetops 
Fine motor activities. 
Cutlery skills at lunch time.  

Learn new vocabulary 
 

Transferrable Vocabulary 
Model new vocabulary. 

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 
well formed sentences 

Group 
Discussion/Circle 
time/Topic Quiz 
Open questioning. 

Identify and moderate 
their own feelings 
socially and 
emotionally. 

Jigsaw: Relationships. 
RE: Which people are 
special and why 
Rainbow for 
reinforcement of 
strategies used.  

Know and talk about 
the different factors 
that support their 
overall well being: 
Physical activity 
Healthy eating  
Tooth brushing  
Sensible amounts of 
screen time  
Having a good sleep 
routine  
Being a safe 
pedestrian.  

 
Continue 
toothbrushing 
Continue with 
timers for IPad 
time.  
Speak to 
parents/school 
nurse about any 
children identified 
with poor sleep 
patterns/screen 
time/diet/exercise 

Combine different movements 
with ease and fluency.  

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has been 
said to them. 

New Topic KWL 
Think out loud? I wonder why Fox is 
trying to build a person? He doesn’t 
realise that you ‘make a friend by 
talking to them and doing fun things 
together.   

Describe events in some detail 
 

Toys in the ice 
investigation 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIP ELG 
Work and play cooperatively and take turns 
with others.  
Form positive attachments to adults and 
friendships with peers. 
Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ 
needs. 

Confidently and safely use a 
range of large and small 
apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a group. 

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
 

Develop the 
foundations of a 
hand writing style 
which is fast, 
accurate and 
efficient.  

Drawing/writing tools freely 
available,  
RWI handwriting, letter 
formation mantras 
Intervention where needed so 
that correct formation becomes 
automatic.  

Develop overall body-
strength, balance, 
coordination and agility. 

Engage in story times Daily Story Time 
Inviting reading areas in each class.  
Home reading. 
Seesaw reading sessions for parents.  
English through Topic Stories: 

• The Lion and The Mouse 
• Fox makes a friend 
• Colin and Lee Carrot and 

Pea 
• Guess How Much I love 

you 
Guided Reading non-fiction week 
penultimate week so books can be re-
read in final week 

Use talk to help work out problems 
and organise thinking and activities. 
 

In the Reception Year 
children will be 

learning to:. 

Planned Activities 
and Experiences 

See themselves as a 
valuable individual. 

Jigsaw: 
Relationships. 
RE: Which people 
are special and 
why? Talk to 
children about their 
own interests and 
incorporate into 
class where 
possible. 

Develop and refine a range of 
ball skills. 
Develop confidence, 
competence, precision and 
accuracy with a ball. 

Throwing, passing games 
with a beanbag, small and 
large ball.  
PE lessons with ML 

  

Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity and 
understanding 

Explain how things work and why 
they might happen.  
 

Build constructive and 
respectful 

relationships. 

Continue to have 
expectations of 
sharing, turn 
taking, listening to 
staff and peers 
Friendship 
stop.Stories 
promote 
friendships.  
Jigsaw 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non-fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity 

Develop social phrases 
 

Daily 
greetings/manners/ 
please and thank 
you/ Friendship stop-
would you like to 
play?  
Circle time 
Role Play 
Group Work 

Revise and refine the 
fundamental 
movement skills they have 
already acquired:  Rolling, 
Crawling, Walking, Jumping, 
Running, Hopping, Skipping, 
Climbing Regular access to the 

outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

  
Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with 
the text; some as exact repetition 
and some in their own words 

Think about the 
perspectives of others 

Introduce bucket 
filler through 
sharing story. 
Discussothers 
feelings when  fal-
louts arise. 

Show resilience and 
perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

Rainbow tokens-
reward children’s 
personal 
achievements  

Progress towards a more 
fluent style of moving, with 
developing control and grace. 

  

Listen carefully to rhymes and 
songs, playing close attention 
to how they sound 

Friendship songs 
Skipping rhymes 

Use new vocabulary in different 
contexts 
 

Role play- circle time Develop the overall body strength, 
co-ordination, balance and agility 
needed to engage successfully with 
future pe sessions and other 
physical disciplines including 
dance gymnastics, sport and 
swimming. 

  

Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs.  

Skipping rhymes/playground 
games-farmers in his den, ring o 
roses etc 

Connect one idea or activity to 
another using a range of 
connectives 

Model by narrating 
events and actions 

      

Engage in non-fiction books Reading Area- books about 
friends, sharing, families.  

   Further develop the skills 
they need to manage the 
school day successfully: 

• Lining up and 
queuing 

• mealtimes 

Praise good lining up, 
turn, taking and self 
control.  

 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary 
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Expressive Art and Design 

Understanding The World 

CREATING WITH MATERIALS ELG 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives 
and stories. 
 
 

BEING IMAGINITIVE AND EXPRESSIVE ELG 
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 
teacher. 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

PAST AND PRESENT ELG 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their 
roles in society. 
Know some similarities and differences between things 
in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class.  
Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling.  

PEOPLE, CULTURE AND COMMUNITES ELG  
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 
Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 
Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
 

THE NATURAL WORLD ELG 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animal and plants. 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.  

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences 

Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects 
to express their ideas and 
feelings. 

Variety of art materials available throughout 
continuous provision. 
Construction/modelling available.  
 Potato print Penguins 

Listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Vary the music used in 
dough disco, sticky kids, 
transitions so children hear 
a range of music from 
across the globe, 
traditional and folk music 
from Britain.  

Comment on images of 
familiar situations 
in the past 

Playgroud games/toys 
in the past. 
 

Talk about members of 
their immediate family 
and community. 

People who help us. 
 

Explore the natural world around 
them. 

Seasonal changes/winter/spring 
 
Outdoor play in the snow 
Explore ice 

Return to and build on their 
previous learning, 
refining ideas and developing 
their ability to 
represent them. 

Encourage children to improve their finished 
piece. What could you add/change?  
 

Watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Costumes and props for the 
stage in the outdoor area. 

Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past. 

 Name and describe 
people who are familiar 
to them. 

 Describe what they see, hear and 
feel whilst outside. 

Outdoor play in the snow 
Explore ice 

Create collaboratively, sharing 
ideas, resources 
and skills. 

  Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the 
melody. 

Call and response songs, 
number songs, home time 
songs, transition songs to 
be sung throughout the 
day and incorporated into 
lessons where appropriate. 

  Draw information from 
a simple map. 

Find Antarctica on a 
map.  

Recognise some environments that 
are different 
from the one in which they live. 

Share the story Lost and Found 
Research the different 
environments of England and 
Antarctica  

  Develop storylines in their pretend play. Role play- initially adult 
modelled. 
Props and puppets from 
literacy stories puppets 
and props. 

  Understand that some 
places are special 
to members of their 
community. 

RE:Which people are special 
and Why?  
L2.3 Why is Jesus inspiring 
to some people?   
U2.2 What would Jesus do? 
Can we live by the values of 
Jesus in the twenty‐first 
century? 
3.3 What is so radical about 
Jesus? 

Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the 
natural world around them. 

 

  Recognise that people 
have different beliefs 
and celebrate special 
times in different ways. 

   
  Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

Sticky kids. Can children 
keep a beat, move in time, 
replicate choreographed 
dances. 
Games incorporated to 
English, Maths and topic 
where appropriate.  

  

      Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences 
between life in this 
country and life in 
other countries. 
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Spring 2  Are Carrots Orange?  

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 
LISTENING,ATTENTION & UNDERSTANDING ELG 
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant 
questions, 
comments and actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions 
and small group interactions; 
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding; 
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
with their 
teacher and peers 

 

SPEAKING ELG 
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own 
ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making 
use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate; 
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of past, present and future tenses and 
making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their 
teacher. 

SELF REGULATION ELG 
Show an understanding of their own feelings 
and those of others, and begin to regulate 
their behaviour accordingly. 
Set and work towards simple goals, being able 
to wait for what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate. 
Give focused attention to what the teacher 
says, responding appropriately even when 
engaged in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions 

MANAGING SELF ELG 
Be confident to try new activities and 
show independence, resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. 
Explain the reasons for rules, know right 
from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 
Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal need, including dressing, going to 
the toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices.  

Gross Motor Skills ELG 
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others 
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when 
playing. 
Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and climbing. 

Fine Motor Skills ELG 
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing-
using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery. 
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

In the Reception Year children will 
be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning 
to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences 

Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening is 
important 

Classroom rules and routines- 
Team Stop 
Golden Rules 
Promote and model active listening 
skills.  

Use new vocabulary through the day 
 

Role Play-veg patch, shop, 
garden 

Express their feelings 
and consider the 
feelings of others. 

Jigsaw: Healthy 
Me 
RE:Which stories 
are special and 
why? 

Manage their own 
needs. 
personal hygiene 

 Continue hand hygiene 
routines. Hand washing 
before lunch, hand gel 
before snack, after play, 
arriving at school. 
Identify children who are 
not usually clean/dry 
during the day and speak 
to parents/ school nurse. 

Use their core muscle 
strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at the 
table or on the floor. 

Praise good carpet sitting. 
Model table sitting. CP 
writing areas and table top 
activities. Reminders 
during group 1:1 work. 

Develop their small 
motor skills so they 
use a range of tools 
competently, safely 
and confidently. 

Continuous check of pencil grip, 
scissor skills. 
Intervention/encouragement 
given where needed.  
Dough disco 
Treetops 
Fine motor activities. 
Cutlery skills at lunch time.  

Learn new vocabulary 
 

Transferrable Vocabulary 
Model new vocabulary. 
 Plant seeds, veg patch as stimulus 

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 
well formed sentences 

Group 
Discussion/Circle 
time/Topic Quiz 
Open questioning. 

Identify and moderate 
their own feelings 
socially and 
emotionally. 

Jigsaw: Healthy Me 
RE:Which stories are 
special and why? 
Rainbow for 
reinforcement of 
strategies used.  

Know and talk about 
the different factors 
that support their 
overall well being: 
Physical activity 
Healthy eating  
Tooth brushing  
Sensible amounts of 
screen time  
Having a good sleep 
routine  
Being a safe 
pedestrian.  

Encourage tasting 
fruits and 
vegetables like 
Oliver. 
Continue 
toothbrushing 
routine in school 
continue timers for 
IPad time. Talk 
about healthy food 
choices and 
exercise 

Combine different movements 
with ease and fluency.  

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has been 
said to them. 

New Topic KWL 
Think out loud? I wonder whyOlivers 
Mum wants him to eat different 
vegetables? She must really care 
about him and wants him to be 
healthy.   

Describe events in some detail 
 

Growing plants, bean 
diaries 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIP ELG 
Work and play cooperatively and take turns 
with others.  
Form positive attachments to adults and 
friendships with peers. 
Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ 
needs. 

Confidently and safely use a 
range of large and small 
apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a group. 

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
 

Develop the 
foundations of a 
hand writing style 
which is fast, 
accurate and 
efficient.  

Drawing/writing tools freely 
available,  
RWI handwriting, letter 
formation mantras 
Intervention where needed so 
that correct formation becomes 
automatic.  

Develop overall body-
strength, balance, 
coordination and agility. 

Engage in story times Daily Story Time 
Inviting reading areas in each 
class.  
Home reading. 
Seesaw reading sessions for 
parents.  
English through Topic Stories: 

• Olivers Veg 
Guided Reading-Traditional 
Tales + half termly non-fiction 
week penultimate week so books 
can be re-read in final week 

Use talk to help work out problems 
and organise thinking and activities. 
 

In the Reception Year 
children will be 

learning to:. 

Planned Activities 
and Experiences 

See themselves as a 
valuable individual. 

Jigsaw: Healthy 
Me 
RE:Which stories 
are special and 
why? 
Talk to children 
about their own 
interests and 
incorporate into 
class where 
possible. 

Develop and refine a range of 
ball skills. 
Develop confidence, 
competence, precision and 
accuracy with a ball. 

Throwing, passing games 
with a beanbag, small and 
large ball.  
PE lessons with ML 

  

Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity and 
understanding 

Explain how things work and why 
they might happen.  
 

Build constructive and 
respectful 

relationships. 

Continue with high 
expectations of 
sharing, turn 
taking, listening to 
staff and peers 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non-fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity 

Develop social phrases 
 

Daily greetings/P&Q 
Friendship phrases 
Talk to our plants 
Circle time 
Role Play 
Group Work 

Revise and refine the 
fundamental 
movement skills they have 
already acquired:  Rolling, 
Crawling, Walking, Jumping, 
Running, Hopping, Skipping, 
Climbing Regular access to the 

outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

  
Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with 
the text; some as exact repetition 
and some in their own words 

Think about the 
perspectives of others 

Story time, 
overcoming 
challenges. 
Discussothers 
feelings when  fal-
louts arise. 

Show resilience and 
perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

Rainbow tokens-
reward children’s 
personal 
achievements  

Progress towards a more 
fluent style of moving, with 
developing control and grace. 

  

Listen carefully to rhymes and 
songs, playing close attention 
to how they sound 

Vegetable songs/ songs about 
planting and growing 

Use new vocabulary in different 
contexts 
 

Role play- circle time 
Talk to our plants 

Develop the overall body strength, 
co-ordination, balance and agility 
needed to engage successfully with 
future pe sessions and other 
physical disciplines including 
dance gymnastics, sport and 
swimming. 

  

Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs.  

1 potato, 2 potato 
I’m a little bean 

Connect one idea or activity to 
another using a range of 
connectives 

Model by narrating 
events and actions 

      

Engage in non-fiction books Reading Area-Books about 
vegetables, plants, growing veg, 
allotments, gardening. 

   Further develop the skills 
they need to manage the 
school day successfully: 

• Lining up and 
queuing 

• mealtimes 

Praise good lining up, 
turn, taking and self 
control.  

 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary 
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Expressive Art and Design 

Understanding The World 

CREATING WITH MATERIALS ELG 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives 
and stories. 
 
 

BEING IMAGINITIVE AND EXPRESSIVE ELG 
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 
teacher. 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

PAST AND PRESENT ELG 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their 
roles in society. 
Know some similarities and differences between things 
in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class.  
Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling.  

PEOPLE, CULTURE AND COMMUNITES ELG  
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 
Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 
Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
 

THE NATURAL WORLD ELG 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animal and plants. 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.  

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences 

Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects 
to express their ideas and 
feelings. 

Variety of art materials available throughout 
continuous provision. 
Construction/modelling available.  
 Still life vegetable drawings 
Mothers Day Cards 
Vegetable printing. 
William Kass smallworld art. 

Listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Vary the music used in 
dough disco, sticky kids, 
transitions so children hear 
a range of music from 
across the globe, 
traditional and folk music 
from Britain.  

Comment on images of 
familiar situations 
in the past 

 Talk about members of 
their immediate family 
and community. 

Mothers’ Day Explore the natural world around 
them. 

Growing plants 
Talk about where food comes 
from and how it grows. . 
Plant a bean and observe 
changes over time.  
Learn how to make soup, talk 
about how the vegetables change 
as they are cooked. 
Make observations of what 
happens to our bodies when we 
exercise. 

Return to and build on their 
previous learning, 
refining ideas and developing 
their ability to 
represent them. 

Encourage children to improve their finished 
piece. What could you add/change?  
. 

Watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Costumes and props for the 
stage in the outdoor area. 

Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past. 

 Name and describe 
people who are familiar 
to them. 

 Describe what they see, hear and 
feel whilst outside. 

Plant up the vegetable garden 
and make observations over 
time.  

Create collaboratively, sharing 
ideas, resources 
and skills. 

 Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the 
melody. 

Call and response songs, 
number songs, home time 
songs, transition songs to 
be sung throughout the 
day and incorporated into 
lessons where appropriate. 

  Draw information from 
a simple map. 

 Recognise some environments that 
are different 
from the one in which they live. 

What do plants need to grow? 
Will all plants grow in all 
environments?  

  Develop storylines in their pretend play. Role play-garden, veg 
patch, shop 
Olivers Veg  puppets and 
props. 
Soup making props. 
William Kass pictures 
 

  Understand that some 
places are special 
to members of their 
community. 

 Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the 
natural world around them. 

 

  Recognise that people 
have different beliefs 
and celebrate special 
times in different ways. 

Mothers’ Day 
Easter 
1.4 What can we learn 
from sacred books? 
L2.2 Why is the Bible so 
important for Christians 
today? 
3.2 Does living 
biblically mean obeying 
the whole bible? 

  

  Explore and engage in music making and 
dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

Sticky kids. Can children 
keep a beat, move in time, 
replicate choreographed 
dances. 
Games incorporated to 
English, Maths and topic 
where appropriate.  

  

      Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences 
between life in this 
country and life in 
other countries. 

What do plants need to 
grow? Will all plants 
grow in all 
environments? 
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Summer 1  Why Do Ladybirds Have Spots? 

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 
LISTENING,ATTENTION & UNDERSTANDING ELG 
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant 
questions, 
comments and actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions 
and small group interactions; 
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding; 
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
with their 
teacher and peers 

 

SPEAKING ELG 
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own 
ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making 
use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate; 
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of past, present and future tenses and 
making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their 
teacher. 

SELF REGULATION ELG 
Show an understanding of their own feelings 
and those of others, and begin to regulate 
their behaviour accordingly. 
Set and work towards simple goals, being able 
to wait for what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate. 
Give focused attention to what the teacher 
says, responding appropriately even when 
engaged in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions 

MANAGING SELF ELG 
Be confident to try new activities and 
show independence, resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. 
Explain the reasons for rules, know right 
from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 
Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal need, including dressing, going to 
the toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices.  

Gross Motor Skills ELG 
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others 
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when 
playing. 
Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and climbing. 

Fine Motor Skills ELG 
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing-
using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery. 
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

In the Reception Year children will 
be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning 
to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences 

Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening is 
important 

Classroom rules and routines- 
Team Stop 
Golden Rules 
Promote and model active listening 
skills.  

Use new vocabulary through the day 
 

Role Play-bug investigation 
area/bug house creation 
station/butterfly investigation 
area. 
 

Express their feelings 
and consider the 
feelings of others. 

Jigsaw: Dreams 
and Goals 
RE: What is special 
about our world?  
 

Manage their own 
needs. 
personal hygiene 

continue hand hygiene 
routines. Hand washing 
before lunch, hand gel 
before snack, after play, 
arriving at school, after 
bug hunting. 
 

Use their core muscle 
strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at the 
table or on the floor. 

Praise good carpet sitting. 
Model table sitting. CP 
writing areas and table top 
activities. Reminders 
during group 1:1 work. 

Develop their small 
motor skills so they 
use a range of tools 
competently, safely 
and confidently. 

Continuous check of pencil grip, 
scissor skills. 
Intervention/encouragement 
given where needed.  
Dough disco 
Treetops 
Fine motor activities. 
Cutlery skills at lunch time.  Learn new vocabulary 

 
Transferrable Vocabulary 
Model new vocabulary.Observe 
wormery, ant farm, bug viewers.  

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 
well formed sentences 

Group 
Discussion/Circle 
time/Topic Quiz 
Open questioning. 

Identify and moderate 
their own feelings 
socially and 
emotionally. 

Jigsaw: Dreams and 
Goals 
RE: What is special 
about our world? 
Rainbow for 
reinforcement of 
strategies used.  

Know and talk about 
the different factors 
that support their 
overall well being: 
Physical activity 
Healthy eating  
Tooth brushing  
Sensible amounts of 
screen time  
Having a good sleep 
routine  
Being a safe 
pedestrian.  

continue 
toothbrushing 
routine in school 
 

Combine different movements 
with ease and fluency.  

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has been 
said to them. 

New Topic KWL 
Think out loud? I wonderwhat the 
ladybird said to the animals. I 
noticed the animals were all saying 
the wrong sounds! I think theyre 
trying to trick the baddies.  

Describe events in some detail 
 

Life cycle of a 
butterfly 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIP ELG 
Work and play cooperatively and take turns 
with others.  
Form positive attachments to adults and 
friendships with peers. 
Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ 
needs. 

Confidently and safely use a 
range of large and small 
apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a group. 

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
 

Develop the 
foundations of a 
hand writing style 
which is fast, 
accurate and 
efficient.  

Drawing/writing tools freely 
available,  
RWI handwriting, letter 
formation mantras 
Intervention where needed so 
that correct formation becomes 
automatic.  

Develop overall body-
strength, balance, 
coordination and agility. 

Engage in story times Daily Story Time 
Inviting reading areas in each 
class.  
Home reading. 
Seesaw reading sessions for 
parents.  
English through Topic Stories: 

• What the ladybird 
heard 

• Superworm 
Guided Reading + half termly 
non-fiction week penultimate 
week so books can be re-read in 
final week 

Use talk to help work out problems 
and organise thinking and activities. 
 

In the Reception Year 
children will be 

learning to:. 

Planned Activities 
and Experiences 

See themselves as a 
valuable individual. 

Jigsaw: Dreams 
and Goals 
RE: What is special 
about our world? 
 
Talk to children 
about their own 
interests and 
incorporate into 
class where 
possible. 

Develop and refine a range of 
ball skills. 
Develop confidence, 
competence, precision and 
accuracy with a ball. 

Throwing, passing games 
with a beanbag, small and 
large ball.  
PE lessons with ML 

  

Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity and 
understanding 

Explain how things work and why 
they might happen.  
 

Build constructive and 
respectful 

relationships. 

Establish classroom 
rules with high 
expectations of 
sharing, turn 
taking, listening to 
staff and peers 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non-fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity 

Develop social phrases 
 

Daily 
greetings/please & 
thank you/ friendship 
phrases 
Circle time 
Role Play 
Group Work 

Revise and refine the 
fundamental 
movement skills they have 
already acquired:  Rolling, 
Crawling, Walking, Jumping, 
Running, Hopping, Skipping, 
Climbing Regular access to the 

outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

  
Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with 
the text; some as exact repetition 
and some in their own words 

Think about the 
perspectives of others 

Story time, 
overcoming 
challenges. 
Discussothers 
feelings when  fal-
louts arise. 

Show resilience and 
perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

Rainbow tokens-
reward children’s 
personal 
achievements  

Progress towards a more 
fluent style of moving, with 
developing control and grace. 

  

Listen carefully to rhymes and 
songs, playing close attention 
to how they sound 

Minibeast songs Use new vocabulary in different 
contexts 
 

Role play- circle 
time/investigation 

Develop the overall body strength, 
co-ordination, balance and agility 
needed to engage successfully with 
future pe sessions and other 
physical disciplines including 
dance gymnastics, sport and 
swimming. 

  

Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs.  

Incy wincy spider Connect one idea or activity to 
another using a range of 
connectives 

Model by narrating 
events and actions 

      

Engage in non-fiction books Reading Area-Books about 
minibeasts. 

   Further develop the skills 
they need to manage the 
school day successfully: 

• Lining up and 
queuing 

• mealtimes 

Praise good lining up, 
turn, taking and self 
control.  

 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary 
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Expressive Art and Design 

Understanding The World 

CREATING WITH MATERIALS ELG 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives 
and stories. 
 
 

BEING IMAGINITIVE AND EXPRESSIVE ELG 
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 
teacher. 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

PAST AND PRESENT ELG 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their 
roles in society. 
Know some similarities and differences between things 
in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class.  
Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling.  

PEOPLE, CULTURE AND COMMUNITES ELG  
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 
Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 
Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
 

THE NATURAL WORLD ELG 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animal and plants. 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.  

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences 

Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects 
to express their ideas and 
feelings. 

Variety of art materials available throughout 
continuous provision. 
Construction/modelling available.  
Ladybird print  
Lucy Arnold Mini Beast Art 
Design a Bug Hotel 
Recreate The Snail’ by Henri Matisse 
Design a minibeast with bright 
colours/patterns to protect it from predators.  

Listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Vary the music used in 
dough disco, sticky kids, 
transitions so children hear 
a range of music from 
across the globe, 
traditional and folk music 
from Britain.  
 
Match the piece of music 
to the correct minibeast. 

Comment on images of 
familiar situations 
in the past 

 Talk about members of 
their immediate family 
and community. 

 Explore the natural world around 
them. 

Frequent play in the outdoor area.  
Minibeast safari-which minibeasts 
have legs/no legs/how many legs do 
insects have?   
Observe the Life cycle of a butterfly 
RE-1.8 How should we care for others 
and the world, and why does it 
matter? U2.8 
What difference does it make to 
believe in ahimsa (harmlessness), 
grace, and/or 
Ummah (community)?    
3.11 What difference does it make to 
believe in…? 
Observe which foods attract the most 
minibeasts. 
Explore the colours and patterns on 
minibeasts and how this helps to 
protect them.  

Return to and build on their 
previous learning, 
refining ideas and developing 
their ability to 
represent them. 

Encourage children to improve their finished 
piece. What could you add/change?  
Make a bug hotel-how can we hold it 
together? How can we improve our design?  
Look at snail/minibeast collages-what do you 
like about your design?  

Watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Costumes and props for the 
stage in the outdoor area. 

Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past. 

 Name and describe 
people who are familiar 
to them. 

 Describe what they see, hear and 
feel whilst outside. 

Mini beast safari  

Create collaboratively, sharing 
ideas, resources 
and skills. 

 Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the 
melody. 

Call and response songs, 
number songs, home time 
songs, transition songs to 
be sung throughout the 
day and incorporated into 
lessons where appropriate. 

  Draw information from 
a simple map. 

 Recognise some environments that 
are different 
from the one in which they live. 

Do all minibeasts like the same 
environments? Do different 
minibeasts live in other 
countries?  

  Develop storylines in their pretend play. Super worm puppets and 
props. 
What the ladybird heard 
puppets and props. 

  Understand that some 
places are special 
to members of their 
community. 

RE-What is special in 
our world?  

Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the natural world around 
them. 

Daily weather check. 
 Insects change over the year. 

  Recognise that people 
have different beliefs 
and celebrate special 
times in different ways. 

   
  Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

Sticky kids. Can children 
keep a beat, move in time, 
replicate choreographed 
dances. 
Games incorporated to 
English, Maths and topic 
where appropriate.  

  

      Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences 
between life in this 
country and life in 
other countries. 

RE-What is special in 
our world? 
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Summer 2  Are We There Yet? 

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 
LISTENING,ATTENTION & UNDERSTANDING ELG 
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant 
questions, 
comments and actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions 
and small group interactions; 
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding; 
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
with their 
teacher and peers 

 

SPEAKING ELG 
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own 
ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making 
use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate; 
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of past, present and future tenses and 
making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their 
teacher. 

SELF REGULATION ELG 
Show an understanding of their own feelings 
and those of others, and begin to regulate 
their behaviour accordingly. 
Set and work towards simple goals, being able 
to wait for what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate. 
Give focused attention to what the teacher 
says, responding appropriately even when 
engaged in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions 

MANAGING SELF ELG 
Be confident to try new activities and 
show independence, resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. 
Explain the reasons for rules, know right 
from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 
Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal need, including dressing, going to 
the toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices.  

Gross Motor Skills ELG 
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others 
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when 
playing. 
Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and climbing. 

Fine Motor Skills ELG 
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing-
using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery. 
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

In the Reception Year children will 
be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning 
to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and 
Experiences 

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year 
children will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences 

Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening is 
important 

Classroom rules and routines- 
Team Stop 
Golden Rules 
Promote and model active listening 
skills.  

Use new vocabulary through the day 
 

Role Play-Travel agents/ 
icecream shop/beach 
 

Express their feelings 
and consider the 
feelings of others. 

Jigsaw: Changing 
Me 
RE: Which places 
are special and 
why? 
 

Manage their own 
needs. 
personal hygiene 

Continue hand hygiene 
routines. Hand washing 
before lunch, hand gel 
before snack, after play, 
arriving at school. 
 

Use their core muscle 
strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at the 
table or on the floor. 

Praise good carpet sitting. 
Model table sitting. CP 
writing areas and table top 
activities. Reminders 
during group 1:1 work. 

Develop their small 
motor skills so they 
use a range of tools 
competently, safely 
and confidently. 

Continuous check of pencil grip, 
scissor skills. 
Intervention/encouragement 
given where needed.  
Dough disco 
Treetops 
Fine motor activities. 
Cutlery skills at lunch time.  Learn new vocabulary 

 
Transferrable Vocabulary 
Model new vocabulary. Bring in 
fruits, vegetables linked to harvest to 
talk about and describe. Pumkin Jack 
and food decay.  

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 
well formed sentences 

Group 
Discussion/Circle 
time/Topic Quiz 
Open questioning. 

Identify and moderate 
their own feelings 
socially and 
emotionally. 

Jigsaw: Changing Me 
RE: Which places are 
special and why? 
Rainbow for 
reinforcement of 
strategies used.  

Know and talk about 
the different factors 
that support their 
overall well being: 
Physical activity 
Healthy eating  
Tooth brushing  
Sensible amounts of 
screen time  
Having a good sleep 
routine  
Being a safe 
pedestrian.  

Continue 
toothbrushing 
routine in school 
 
Road safety. 
Sun Safety 

Combine different movements 
with ease and fluency.  

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has been 
said to them. 

New Topic KWL 
Think out loud? I wonder why the 
squirrel was so tired at the end of 
our story? Ah, I think its because he 
was so busy collecting his food and 
now he is hibernating.  

Describe events in some detail 
 

Car ramp 
investigation 
Boat investigation 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIP ELG 
Work and play cooperatively and take turns 
with others.  
Form positive attachments to adults and 
friendships with peers. 
Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ 
needs. 

Confidently and safely use a 
range of large and small 
apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a group. 

Outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
 

Develop the 
foundations of a 
hand writing style 
which is fast, 
accurate and 
efficient.  

Drawing/writing tools freely 
available,  
RWI handwriting, letter 
formation mantras 
Intervention where needed so 
that correct formation becomes 
automatic.  

Develop overall body-
strength, balance, 
coordination and agility. 

Engage in story times Daily Story Time 
Inviting reading areas in each 
class.  
Home reading. 
Seesaw reading sessions for 
parents.  
English through Topic Stories: 

• The Journey 
Guided Reading- half termly non-
fiction week penultimate week 
so books can be re-read in final 
week 

Use talk to help work out problems 
and organise thinking and activities. 
 

In the Reception Year 
children will be 

learning to:. 

Planned Activities 
and Experiences 

See themselves as a 
valuable individual. 

Jigsaw: Changing 
Me 
RE: Which places 
are special and 
why? 
Talk to children 
about their own 
interests and 
incorporate into 
class where 
possible. 

Develop and refine a range of 
ball skills. 
Develop confidence, 
competence, precision and 
accuracy with a ball. 

Throwing, passing games 
with a beanbag, small and 
large ball.  
PE lessons with ML 

  

Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity and 
understanding 

Explain how things work and why 
they might happen.  
 

Build constructive and 
respectful 

relationships. 

Continue  with high 
expectations of 
sharing, turn 
taking, listening to 
staff and peers 
Begin transition 
with Year 1 
teachers. 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non-fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity 

Develop social phrases 
 

Daily greetings/ 
conversation in shop, 
travel agents, holiday 
Circle time 
Role Play 
Group Work 

Revise and refine the 
fundamental 
movement skills they have 
already acquired:  Rolling, 
Crawling, Walking, Jumping, 
Running, Hopping, Skipping, 
Climbing Regular access to the 

outdoor area  
Obstacle course available. 
PE sessions with ML. 
Sticky Kids 

  
Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with 
the text; some as exact repetition 
and some in their own words 

Think about the 
perspectives of others 

Story time, 
overcoming 
challenges. 
Discussothers 
feelings when     
fallouts arise. 

Show resilience and 
perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

Rainbow tokens-
reward children’s 
personal 
achievements  

Progress towards a more 
fluent style of moving, with 
developing control and grace. 

  

Listen carefully to rhymes and 
songs, playing close attention 
to how they sound 

Travel/transport songs Use new vocabulary in different 
contexts 
 

Role play- circle 
time/Park visit 

Develop the overall body strength, 
co-ordination, balance and agility 
needed to engage successfully with 
future pe sessions and other 
physical disciplines including 
dance gymnastics, sport and 
swimming. 

  

Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs.  

Travel poems Connect one idea or activity to 
another using a range of 
connectives 

Model by narrating 
events and actions 

      

Engage in non-fiction books Reading Area-Books about 
travel, transport. 

   Further develop the skills 
they need to manage the 
school day successfully: 

• Lining up and 
queuing 

• mealtimes 

Praise good lining up, 
turn, taking and self 
control.  

 

Listen to and talk about 
selected non fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary 
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Expressive Art and Design 

Understanding The World 

CREATING WITH MATERIALS ELG 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives 
and stories. 
 
 

BEING IMAGINITIVE AND EXPRESSIVE ELG 
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 
teacher. 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

PAST AND PRESENT ELG 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their 
roles in society. 
Know some similarities and differences between things 
in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class.  
Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling.  

PEOPLE, CULTURE AND COMMUNITES ELG  
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 
Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 
Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
 

THE NATURAL WORLD ELG 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animal and plants. 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.  

In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be 
learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children 
will be learning to: 

Planned Activities and Experiences In the Reception Year children will be learning to: Planned Activities and Experiences 

Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects 
to express their ideas and 
feelings. 

Variety of art materials available throughout 
continuous provision. 
Construction/modelling available.  
 Design a vehicle, make a vehicle using own 
choice of junk modelling  and sticking 
techniques learned over the year.  

Listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Vary the music used in 
dough disco, sticky kids, 
transitions so children hear 
a range of music from 
across the globe, 
traditional and folk music 
from Britain.  

Comment on images of 
familiar situations 
in the past 

Discuss starting 
reception and how we’re 
are ready  to start year 
1. Look at first and last 
pieces of work.  
Jigsaw Changing Me 
 
Transport Past and 
present. 

Talk about members of 
their immediate family 
and community. 

 Explore the natural world around 
them. 

Frequent play in the outdoor 
area.  
 

Return to and build on their 
previous learning, 
refining ideas and developing 
their ability to 
represent them. 

Encourage children to improve their finished 
piece. What could you add/change?  
 
Evaluate model 

Watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 

Costumes and props for the 
stage in the outdoor area. 

Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past. 

 Name and describe 
people who are familiar 
to them. 

 Describe what they see, hear and 
feel whilst outside. 

Observe seasonal changes 

Create collaboratively, sharing 
ideas, resources 
and skills. 

 Design a vehicle, make a vehicle using own 
choice of junk modelling  and sticking 
techniques learned over the year. 

Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the 
melody. 

Call and response songs, 
number songs, home time 
songs, transition songs to 
be sung throughout the 
day and incorporated into 
lessons where appropriate. 

  Draw information from 
a simple map. 

Introduce maps.  
Look at street maps, 
google earth, road 
maps, map of the 
school. 

Recognise some environments that 
are different 
from the one in which they live. 

Look at a variety of different 
locations and environments and 
consider what we would need in 
different environments write a 
post card describing the location.  

  Develop storylines in their pretend play. Role play-Holiday, travel 
agents, icecream shop, 
initially adult modelled. 
 

  Understand that some 
places are special 
to members of their 
community. 

RE: Which places are 
special and why? 
1.5 What makes some 
places sacred? 
L2.4 Why do people 
pray?  
U2.4 If God is 
everywhere, why go to a 
place of worship?  
3.6 Should religious 
buildings be sold to feed 
the starving? 

Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the 
natural world around them. 

Observe seasonal changes 

  Recognise that people 
have different beliefs 
and celebrate special 
times in different ways. 

   
  Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

Sticky kids. Can children 
keep a beat, move in time, 
replicate choreographed 
dances. 
Games incorporated to 
English, Maths and topic 
where appropriate.  

  

      Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences 
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   between life in this 

country and life in 
other countries. 

  

 


